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 Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos said his Republican conference will continue its resistance to any new taxes in next year’s state budget, saying New York should start looking at cutting the tax burden and continue to rein in spending.

Appearing on Fred Dicker’s radio show on Talk 1300-AM in Albany, Skelos said Senate Republicans won’t be supportive of a tax on millionaires or anyone else despite an anticipated push from Assembly Democrats to reinstate a higher tax rate for the state’s top earners, which is set to expire at year’s end.

“No new taxes, Fred,” Skelos told Dicker. “I say this in all sincerity: We will not be supportive of any type of increase in income taxes. It doesn’t just affect the so-called wealthy, it also impacts small businesses, which is the heart of job creation in this state. 

“No new taxes, absolutely not, and I don’t believe the governor will renege on his commitment of no new taxes.”

Gov. Andrew Cuomo has supported President Obama’s push to raise the tax rate for the nation’s highest earners, but said a tax on the state level would but New York at a competitive disadvantage with other states. Cuomo carried out a campaign pledge to not raise taxes or fees to balance the budget in his first year.

Skelos, meanwhile, said he hasn’t given any thought to whether the Senate would have enough votes to override a veto if Cuomo makes good on his threat to block any redistricting plan drawn up by the Legislature. The governor has pushed for an independent panel to draw district lines for state and congressional seats by the 2012 primaries, but signaled last week that he may be open to a compromise.

“I believe we can come up with plans that are fair,” Skelos said. “Again, the Legislature is given the responsibility by the constitution to do the redistricting and to vote on it.” 

“We will continue our conversations with the governor, but I believe we will have a fair redistricting plan for New York state,” he continued.

Skelos said he believes the state is making moves to stimulate economic development, and pledged his support for hydrofracking for natural gas in the Marcellus Shale region of the state.

Support in his conference, however, is mixed. Sen. Greg Ball, R-Carmel, Putnam County, has been very outspoken against the controversial technique used with natural gas drilling, but the Senate’s second- and third-in-command—Tom Libous of Binghamton and George Maziarz of Newfane, Niagara County—are big supporters.

Skelos, in fact, was one of 49 senators in 2010 to vote in favor of a temporary moratorium on the practice, which was vetoed by then Gov. David Paterson (who came up with a compromise through executive order.) Only eight members of the Senate GOP voted against that bill, and two of them have since retired.

“We’re looking for economic development and creation of jobs, and one of the areas that is critically important … for the Southern Tier and the western part of the state is hydrofracking. We have tremendous resources there that can turn around the economy in the Southern Tier.”
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